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Justice
Mr. Jack Harris (St. John's East, NDP):

Mr. Speaker, yet another study supports what we have been saying all along
about the Conservatives' prison agenda.

According to Quebec's Institut de recherche et d'informations socio-
économiques, the Conservatives' out-of-touch agenda would make the cost of
prisons skyrocket, while the government launches cuts to all public services. The
provinces would foot the bill for these costly Conservative choices.


http://www.parl.gc.ca/HousePublications/GetWebOptionsCallBack.aspx?SourceSystem=PRISM&ResourceType=Affiliation&ResourceID=170508&language=1&DisplayMode=2

How many independent studies will it take for the government to admit that it is
wrong?

Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, we have been very clear in the House about working with
our provincial and territorial partners with respect to the implementation of
our crime legislation. We have many supporters. Attorneys general from
across the country are saying they asked us for this legislation. They thank
us for bringing it in. They are looking forward to working with us.

We are committed to standing up for victims in Canada, and that is
exactly what we are going to do.

[Translation]

Ms. Francgoise Boivin (Gatineau, NDP):

Mr. Speaker, since the government answers any old thing, I am going to
provide numbers which show how much this bill will cost.

The budget of Correctional Service Canada will have doubled between the
time the Conservatives came to office and 2014. As for Quebec, the costs
will total at least half a billion dollars annually. The government is forcing the
provinces to double their budget for jails, because of a bill that is rejected by
all the experts.

Would the government go forward with its legislation if it had to foot the
bill itself? I doubt it, but I will be pleased to listen to the same old tune
again.

(1450)

[English]

Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC):
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Mr. Speaker, we have something called a division of powers in this
country. The federal government brings forward legislation on crime and
crime initiatives and the provincial governments administer it. They do a
very good job of administering it. We work with them on a daily, weekly,
monthly and yearly basis to make sure that we are doing the right things by
Canadians.

We have increased transfers to the provinces by 30% since we took
government. We transferred $54 billion last year, up $2.4 billion from the
year before. We are doing what we need to do.

* %%

Justice
Mrs. Kelly Block (Saskatoon—Rosetown—Biggar, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, Canadians are rightfully concerned that in 2010 child pornography
offences were up by more than 30%. The sexual exploitation of children by Internet
sexual predators is a very serious crime.

The government recently introduced and passed through the House the safe
streets and communities act. This act would increase penalties for sexual offences
against children. Could the parliamentary secretary please update the House as to
further measures the government has implemented to crack down on child
pornography?

Ms. Kerry-Lynne D. Findlay (Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of Justice, CPC):

Mr. Speaker, it is truly a happy and good-news day for justice. I am
happy to report that today Bill C-22, the government's legislation to make
the reporting of child pornography by Internet service providers mandatory,
has come into force.

Police forces across Canada make every effort to combat the creation and
distribution of child pornography. They cannot eliminate online sexual
exploitation by working alone. Our government is providing police with the
tools they need. Our government makes it clear that we all have a role to
play in protecting our children from this unspeakable--
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The Speaker:

The hon. parliamentary secretary is out of time.
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